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Abstract

Nature has occupied an important place in Tamil culture and way of life. Water, one
of the five fundamental elements, has been regarded as the basic source of human existence.
Through Sangam literature, the Eighteen Minor Works (Pathinenkilkanakku), epics, and
lexicons, the indispensability and sacredness of water, the types of water bodies, irrigation
methods, knowledge of water management, protection of water resources, and scientific
understanding of the hydrological cycle are clearly reflected. Ancient Tamils viewed water
not merely as a natural resource but as the center of social, economic, religious, and cultural
life, and they carefully conserved and utilized it. The names given to water bodies, methods of
water purification, scientific observations about rainfall, and the relationship between water
and agriculture reveal the advanced environmental awareness and scientific thinking of the
Tamil people. This study highlights the water management skills and environmental
conservation consciousness of the Tamils through the water-related references found in
Tamil literature.
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() F6FTVEMEL  QULPEHIGUGIT(H. HewTewl i eTdTMID CUITHET HHID Y6V, YL6VLD 6T6HTENILD
QFTmasst, Sl CwrPldE WL R 2 flugk SeTm. @)HSL LIPeDLOWTRT GIFT6V &HedT6TL LD,
CBVIBIG, wewsvwTerd pHedlw Flrrall @er GoTLflseEnhd6lssVeVTdD CILITgIUTTSI. )60
eredTenId  OlFmevelled(mbg Casrearml Geumy Hev GFrmser Flrralll  @)er6lwmiflseaflsy
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